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Abandonment 

Suspect  abandons  briefcase  with  cocaine 

inside.  Dillard  (6th  Cir.) . Jan.  6 

Automobile  Search 

Can  police  conduct  warrantless  search  despite  having 

full  control  over  vehicle?,  Lopez  (1st  Cir.) . Sept.  4 

Laundry  detergent  and  packing  tape  lead  to  drug 

arrest,  Rogers  (PA) . Aug.  5 

Man  stopped  for  displaying  temporary  and  regular 
license  plates  and  arrested  for  drugs  hidden  in  rear 
bumper.  Strange  (LA) . July  8 

Officer  smells  trouble  and  searches  car, 

Criollo-Casteneda  (10th  Cir.) . April? 

Police  identify  drug-trafficking  truck  by  its  noisy 

muffler,  Hephner  (8th  Cir.) . Aug.  4 

Police  prevent  transfer  of  over  100  pounds  of 

marijuana,  Gagnon  (2nd  Cir.) . Sept.  5 

Border  Search 

Agent  feels  bricks  in  bus  passenger's  bag, 

Rodriguez- Vargas  (10th  Cir.) . Jan.  5 

Officers  drill  holes  in  boat  before  finding  marijuana, 

Bennett  (9th  Cir.) . June  2 

Canines 

Was  traffic  stop  by  drug  task  force  pretextual?, 

Sims  (AR) . June  6 

Suspect  claims  drug  investigation  led  to  extraordinary 

search,  Ibarra  (9th  Cir.) . Jan.  3 

Confidential  Informant 

Police  arrest  armed  suspects  as  they  attempt  to  enter 

informant’s  apartment,  Oliva  (7th  Cir.) . Nov.  1 

Consent 

Can  canine  alert  to  vehicle's  passenger  compartment 


give  rise  to  search  of  trunk?,  Rosborough  (10th  Cir.)  Aug.  2 


Did  consent  to  search  bag  imply  consent  to  search 

locked  box  inside  bag?,  Jones  (4th  Cir.) . Mar.  7 

Girlfriend  gives  consent  to  search  suspect’s  house, 

Gillis  (6th  Cir.) . April? 

Officer  finds  cocaine  after  obtaining  consent  to 

search  for  alcohol,  Andeliz  (NY) . April  3 

Officer  notices  loose  rear  seat,  Mancias  (8th  Cir.) . Mar.  5 

Officers  remove  bag  from  Greyhound  bus,  then  ask 
owner  for  permission  to  search  it,  Va  Lerie 

(8th  Cir.) . Nov.  4 

Suspect  claims  search  of  girlfriend’s  trailer  violated  his 

own  rights,  Payne  (5th  Cir.) . Feb.  4 

Was  asking  for  consent  inside  police  vehicle  coercive?, 

Tavema  (10th  Cir.) . Mar.  6 
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Was  consensual  search  after  illegal  entry  valid?, 

Robeles-Ortega  (7th  Cir.) . Feb.  3 

Conspiracy 

Officer  pulls  over  van  with  PCP  in  cooler, 

Parada  (KS) . Jan.  8 

Confidential  Informant 

Anonymous  tip  leads  to  arrest  for  growing  marijuana, 

Easton  (WA) . Dec.  7 

Controlled  Buy 

Officers  search  drug  dealer’s  car  before  he  can  sell 

drugs  to  informant,  Rodriguez  (8th  Cir.) . July  4 

Consent 

Did  officers  request  consent  to  search  by  asking  to 

‘look  around’?,  Pineiro  (11th  Cir.) . Dec.  1 

Evidence 

Probable  drug  behavior  leads  to  discovery  of 

homemade  hand  grenade,  O’Day  (MA) . Jan.  7 

Exigent  Circumstances 

After  exclaiming  interest  in  buying  man’s  car,  officers 
search  his  motel  room  and  find  drugs,  Zogmaister 

(lOth  Cir.) . May  7 

Does  landlord’s  fear  of  possible  water  leak  justify 
officer’s  warrantless  entry  into  residence?,  Williams 

(6th  Cir.) . Feb.  2 

Officer  responds  to  domestic  assault  threat,  ends  up 

searching  for  drugs.  Brooks  (9th  Cir.) . July  2 

Officers  search  home  despite  homeowner  denying 

consent.  Huff  (KS) . Sept.  8 

Police  smell  marijuana  after  teenager  opens  door, 

Demshock  (PA) . Sept.  7 

Expectation  of  Privacy 

Backyard  partygoers  arrested  for  marijuana,  Lewis  (lA)  May  6 
Did  guest  have  privacy  right  in  host’s  garage?, 

Cuntapay  (HI) . May  5 

Man  arrested  while  cooling  crack  at  friend’s 

apartment,  Missouri  (SC) . Nov.  8 

Man  forgets  to  wipe  cocaine  off  gloves  before  going 

out  in  public,  Phillips  (5th  Cir.) . Oct.  1 

Officers  enter  onto  suspect’s  nonresidential  property 

without  a  warrant,  Barajas-Avalos  (9th  Cir.) . May  4 

Good  Faith  Exception 

Man’s  residence  searched  after  cops  find  drug-making 

ingredients  in  his  trash,  Dodson  (ND) . Feb.  6 

Informant 

Gun-brandishing  drug  dealer  no  match  for  flashlight- 

brandishing  police  officer,  Breland  (7th  Cir.) . April  1 
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Informant  has  tip  on  Vegas-Louisville  drug  connection. 


Lopez-Arias  6th  Cir.) . Jan.  4 

Informants’  allegations  provide  basis  for  search 

warrant,  Nielsen  (9th  Cir.) . Aug.  1 

When  does  an  anonymous  tip  justify  an  investigative 

stop?,  Collins  (KY) . Oct.  5 

Intent  to  Distribute 

Drug  suspect  claims  traffic  stop  was  unlawful  pretext, 

Herbin  (6th  Cir.) . Jan.  6 

Investigative  Stop 

Drunk  driver  arrested  after  pulling  into  market  during 

investigation  of  burglar  alarm,  Wiggin  (NH) . Oct.  5 

Officer  frisks  man  for  weapons  and  finds  marijuana, 

Wilson  (MA) . June  4 

Officer  stops  suspect’s  car  after  controlled  buy  of 

pseudoephedrine  pills,  Landsaw  (10th  Cir.) . June  3 

Officer’s  safety  called  into  question  outside  residence  of 
reported  domestic  dispute,  Blair  (PA) . Dec.  6 

Knock  and  Announce 

Officers  announce  presence  but  don’t  knock  before 

entering  suspect’s  house,  Zabeti  (NV) . Oct.  8 

Officers  forcibly  enter  house  when  suspect  blocks 

their  view  inside,  Martin  (6th  Cir.) . Nov.  5 

Officers  with  warrant  knock,  then  force  entry  into 

suspect’s  house,  Lammers  (NE) . June  8 

Manufacture 

Man  arrested  after  obstructing  road  while  napping  in 

truck,  Parker  (TX) . Dec.  8 

Man  has  suspicious  fixation  on  lithium  batteries  and 

cold  medicine,  Fisher  (10th  Cir.) . July  3 

Police  investigate  purchases  of  multiple  boxes  of  cold 

medicine.  Shaver  (AL) . Aug.  7 

Plain  View 

Officer  sees  portion  of  drug  pipe  in  suspect’s  car. 

Van  Zee  (8th  Cir.) . Oct.  3 

Police  Checkpoints 

Police  put  up  signs  for  roadblock,  then  pull  driver  over 
after  he  takes  nearest  exit,  Martinez  (8th  Cir.) . May  1 

Possession 

Man  arrested  for  resisting  arrest,  Dandridge  (IN) . Aug.  7 

Methamphetamine  falls  out  during  traffic  stop. 

Smith  (lA) . Aug.  6 

Officers  remove  backpack  and  search  it,  Jones  (lA) . Feb.  5 

Probable  Cause 

After  arrest,  officer  searches  under  hood  of  car. 

Walker  (10th  Cir.) . Mar.  3 

Can  officer  arrest  suspect  based  on  odor  of  marijuana?, 

Humphries  (4th  Cir.) . Aug.  3 

Did  police  have  probable  cause  for  warrant  to  search 

suspect’s  house?,  Hodge  (4th  Cir.) . Mar.  4 

Man  arrested  after  entering  stolen  vehicle, 

Spidahl  (ND) . Nov.  7 

Parolee  arrested  for  narcotics,  Shaw  (7th  Cir.) . April4 

State  brings  forfeiture  proceedings  for  drugs  and  cash 

found  in  suspect’s  house.  Banks  (GA) . April6 

Urinating  on  chair  certainly  doesn’t  help  suspect’s 

chances  of  not  getting  arrested,  Zimbal  (WI) . Nov.  6 

Reasonable  Suspicion 

Suspect  flees  in  car  after  police  shine  a  light  on  him, 

Sanders  (10th  Cir.) . Feb.  7 

Suspicion  of  truancy  leads  to  arrest  for  cocaine. 

Smith  (PA) . Feb.  7 

Thirteen-year-old  statutory  rape  victim  tells  police  of 

drugs  in  defendant’s  possession,  Garrett  (6th  Cir.) . Sept.  6 
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Reasonable  Suspicion 

During  patdown,  suspect  exclaims,  ‘Oh  God,  I’m  going 

to  jail  for  paraphernalia,’  Malouff  (10th  Cir.) . Dec.  2 

Knowledge  of  suspect’s  history  prompts  officers  to 

conduct  brief  investigative  stop.  Spinner  (VA) . Dec.  3 

Search 

Can  two  unlawful  searches  make  a  lawful  arrest?, 

Johnson  (7th  Cir.) . Oct.  2 

Patdown  of  underage  suspect  in  bar  reveals  cocaine, 

Johnson  (AK) . June  7 

Supreme  Court  Spotlight 

All  three  occupants  of  vehicle  arrested  for  cocaine 
possession  after  none  admit  owning  the  contraband, 

Pringle  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . Feb.  2 

Can  officer  search  vehicle  incident  to  arrest  after 
initiating  contact  with  arrestee  outside  of  vehicle?, 

Thornton  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . July  1 

Man  makes  post-indictment  confession  before  waiving 

his  nght  to  counsel.  Fellers  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . Mar.  1 

Supreme  Court  rules  on  length  of  time  to  wait  before 

forcing  entry.  Banks  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . Jan.  2 


The  United  States’  paramount  interest  in  protecting 

the  border,  Rores-Montano  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . June  1 

Traffic  Stop 

After  arresting  driver,  officers  search  passenger’s  bag. 


Chora  (WA) . Nov.  3 

Driver  attempts  to  remove  drugs  from  car  when 

officer  is  not  looking,  Verdell  (6th  Cir.) . May  2 

Drug  suspect  claims  unlawful  vehicle  search,  Stephens 

(8th  Cir.) . Mar.  2 

Officer  arrests  driver,  then  pats  down  passenger, 

Johnson  (3rd  Cir.) . Nov.  2 

Speeding  ticket  leads  to  arrest  for  weapons. 

Barks  (MO) . May  3 

Woman  informs  police  of  man’s  stash  of  anhydrous 

ammonia,  Pate  (KY) . July  7 

Trafficking 

Drug  trafficker  shows  no  respect  for  local  traffic 

laws,  Madrigal  (7th  Cir.) . Sept.  1 

Officer  arrests  driver  for  traffic  misdemeanor, 

Morgan  (NV) . Aug.  8 

Warrantless  Search 

Officer  conducts  patdown  after  finding  person  in 

high-crime  area,  Santos  (CT) . Mar.  8 

Police  act  on  six-month-old  tip  concerning  drug 

manufacturing.  Roof  (lOth  Cir.) . Sept.  2 

Police  arrest  and  search  suspect  who  won’t  stop 

reaching  into  pocket,  Copeland  (VA) . April  8 

Resident  refuses  to  consent  to  search  after  911  call, 

Frankel  (NJ) . July  6 

Teenage  girls  allow  officers  to  search  a  friend’s  home, 

Hughes  (PA) . Feb.  6 

Warrants 

Defendant  disputes  warrant  that  does  not  identify 

informant,  Murphy  (6th  Cir.) . June  5 

Judge  points  out  serious  deficiencies  in  warrant 

affidavit,  Tolbert  (6th  Cir.) . Dec.  4 

Vacation  home  searched  after  neighbors  notice  many 

people  coming  and  going,  Ruoho  (MN) . Oct.  7 

Warrant  based  in  part  on  non-completed  drug 

transaction,  Gallo  (3rd  Cir.) . Dec.  5 

Warrant  leads  to  discovery  of  Oxycontin  operation. 

Couch  (6th  Cir.) . July  5 

Was  warrant  based  on  sufficient  nexus  between 
criminal  activity  and  place  to  be  searched?, 

Washington  (6th  Cir.) . Oct.  6 
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